
By JACKIE ZUBRZYCKI
Current Correspondent

“You’re ready to live in 
the wild,” whispered 
the camper as he 

shook the goldfish vigorously out 
of a plastic bag and into the lily 
pond at the Tregaron estate in 
Cleveland Park. 
 It may not be 
quite “wild,” 
but it’s close 
enough for both 
Sydney Jacobs, 
an environmen-
tal educator at 
the National 
Zoo, and the 7- 
and 8-year-olds 
attending the 
Zoo’s Summer 
Safari Day 
Camp. The 
group helped 
release 440 fish 
to the recently 
restored pond 
on July 14.
 And the 
campers took 
the task to 
heart: “We’re helping the commu-
nity and helping them lay more 
eggs so they can live with another 
fish and be happy,” said one. 
 Each week, the Zoo camp 
offers a focus on a different theme: 
Campers see animals, learn about 
the environment and take trips to 
local parks.  
 The 15 campers releasing fish 

at Tregaron were participating in a 
program called “Extreme Home 
Makeover: Zoo Edition,” which 
focused on animal habitats. 

To teach them about fish and 
beaver habitats, Jacobs was glad to 
take the kids to Tregaron, a former 
private estate now open for public 
use.

“Rock 
Creek is too 
dirty to take 
kids to,” she 
said.

And 
Tregaron 
offered not 
only a spot to 
let loose fish, 
but also a more 
concrete chal-
lenge: building 
dams. The 
campers mar-
veled as Jacobs 
showed them a 
beaver skull 
and talked 
about the ani-
mal’s remark-
able ability to 
alter the envi-

ronment by creating dams. There 
were gasps when Jacobs told the 
kids they would get a chance to 
build their own. 
 And build they did. The stu-
dents broke into groups and used 
mud, rocks and sticks to create 
barriers in the streams that run 
through Tregaron. 
 “Our dam was actually work-

ing!” said one camper. 
 Another volunteered to help a 
struggling crew: “He’s desperately 
needing help, and we’re the dam-
building crew to give it to him!”
 Like many environmental edu-
cators, Jacobs favors a hands-on 
approach. “Being outside is really 
important,” she said. But her pro-
gram also offers a conservation 
message: “We’ve changed our 
planet. Now we need to learn to 
live sustainably,” she said. “That’s 
a message that needs to be given 
to adults as well as kids.”
 Program aide Michaela Burton, 
a high-schooler who met Jacobs as 

a participant in an environmental 
service program for kids, 
described an environment hanging 
in “a thin balance. … We could 
wind up like in ‘Wall-E,’ or it 
could get better,” she said, refer-
encing the 2008 Pixar film in 
which humans have abandoned a 
trash-covered Earth. “So it’s 
important to tell kids — here’s the 
issue, here’s something you can 
do.”
 Chase Douglas, another high 
school aide, was a camper at the 
National Zoo before he began vol-
unteering with Jacobs. He said 
sharing environmental information 

with kids is important and poten-
tially powerful. 
 “Kids are receptive if you tell 
them in the right way. They like to 
meet a challenge head-on,” he 
said.
 Tregaron is a particularly suit-
able location for teaching these 
environmental lessons. The prop-
erty, which recently became avail-
able for public use through the 
nonprofit Tregaron Conservancy, 
is being restored to a design by 
noted early 20th-century landscape 
architect Ellen Biddle Shipman. 
Restored historic paths with new 
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If you were to describe Washington, 
D.C., as it exists in the popular imagina-
tion, you might start with the capital, 

bustling with politicians and aides; you 
might add in some typical media types or 
maybe a distant note from Duke Ellington 
or Chuck Brown drifting down U Street. 
But as far as literature goes? D.C. is no 
1920s Paris.
 With “Literary Capital: A Washington 
Reader,” Christopher Sten, a professor at 
George Washington University, set out to 
challenge that picture and “make a case for” 
Washington as a literary center. Sten intro-
duced the anthology at Politics and Prose 
bookstore this month, reading excerpts from 
work by Mark Twain, Abigail Adams and 
Frederick Douglass, all of whom are fea-
tured in the new anthology. 

“Literary Capital” collects 481 pages of 

writing about 
D.C., including 
poetry, letters, 
essays and a 
variety of styles 
of nonfiction 
and fiction. 

The antholo-
gy features 
work by canon-
ical writers like 
Henry James, 
fiction by mod-
ern-day 
Washington 

writers like Edward P. Jones and Mario 
Bencastro and poetry by Elizabeth Bishop 
and Walt Whitman. But the collection also 
includes writers that will be unfamiliar to 
many, as well as less-well-known pieces by 
famous writers. 
 “Washington writing has been more 
eclectic, more diverse, and that’s why it’s 

been more neglected or overlooked,” Sten 
said.
 Sten is an expert in the work of Herman 
Melville, and he teaches courses on 
American literature. As he instructed under-
graduates at George Washington, he realized 
that most of the writers he taught about had 
passed through the nation’s capital: “I began 
by discovering that these favorite American 
authors, many of whom I’d teach, had spent 
time in Washington.” And “because they 
were writers, they had something to say 
about it.” 
 At the Politics and Prose reading, Sten 
said his research ultimately confirmed that 
there was a strong history of writing about 
Washington, and that “more well-known 
authors have written about Washington than 
even specialists realized.” 
 Each of the seven chapters of the anthol-
ogy is focused on a theme: “Eye of the 
Storm” includes writing about the Civil War 

Zoo campers give goldfish 
extreme habitat makeover

New anthology collects authors’ takes on Washington

See Literary/Page 30

Courtesy of University of Georgia Press
GWU Professor Christopher Sten’s new 
book collects writing about Washington 
from dozens of sources.
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Campers release goldfish into a restored pond at the Tregaron estate in Cleveland Park. The National 
Zoo’s Summer Safari Day Camp focuses on a different environmental theme each week. A recent program 
involved a trip to Tregaron to study the habitats of fish and beavers.

See Campers/Page 30



30 Wednesday, July 27, 2011 The CurrenT

signs are now open for visitors. 
 Bonnie LePard, executive direc-
tor of the Tregaron Conservancy, 
said the property hosted visitors 
from a variety of schools in the 
area this year, including Oyster-
Adams Bilingual School, Maret 
School and Eaton Elementary 
School. She said a place like 
Tregaron plays an important role in 
a city where many schools have 
limited green space. 
 On the sunny July day, LePard 
said she was glad to see the park 
full of children and walkers. “We 
want to benefit the public. 
Tregaron is a neighborhood asset 
and a national treasure.” 
 She was also glad to learn that 
the pond where the fish will now 
live is in good shape: Jacobs and 
some eager campers took the tem-
perature and measured the pH, 
with one informing LePard that 
the latter was neutral, meaning the 
pond shouldn’t grow too much 
algae. LePard said the fish will be 
able to live “forever” — or, at 
least, through the winter.
 Finally, the aides explained to 
their charges that they needed to 
dismantle the dams to prevent the 

streams from pooling and chang-
ing the landscape. Campers 
responded with some dismay, but 
quickly set to the work of tearing 
down walls. Soon the streams 
were flowing freely again and the 
rocks and sticks were scattered 
throughout the wetland area. 
 Campers gathered briefly 
before returning to the Zoo to 
wash their hands and recap the 
day’s learning. “They can live 
with mud for a little bit,” Jacobs 
said as the crew left Tregaron for 
the day.
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in the District, for instance, while 
“Nation’s Crossroads” features 
poems about D.C. by 10 American 
writers.
 Sten highlighted a number of 
well-known writers, including 
John Updike and Joseph Heller, 
who had “a period or an interest in 
Washington”; a “solid core of 
native/naturalized Washington 
writers,” including Edward P. 
Jones and Gore Vidal; and a par-
ticularly strong tradition among 
local African-American writers, 
such as Langston Hughes and 
Marita Golden. 
 “Literary Capital” doesn’t shy 
away from difficult topics. 
Solomon Northrup’s piece 
“Twelve Years a Slave,” which 
Sten singled out as one of the 
most striking in the book, 
describes slave trading in the 
shadow of the U.S. Capitol.  
 Poet Ethelbert Miller, the direc-
tor of the Afro-American Studies 
Resource Center at Howard 
University and a self-described lit-
erary activist, said he was 
“impressed” by the diversity of 
voices the anthology presents. 
“Throughout the introduction and 
in the selections, race plays a key 
role,” he said. 
 Miller said the anthology is 
unique in its comprehensiveness, 
as writing by African-Americans 
has often been treated as separate. 
“You can find this material in dif-
ferent books, but it’s not woven 
together the way this one is,” he 
said.
 Miller joined Sten at the 

Politics and Prose reading, speak-
ing about the importance of liter-
ary community in a changing city 
before reading his poem 
“Intersections,” an early work 
included in Sten’s book. 
 Kim Roberts, editor of the 
online journal “Beltway Poetry 
Quarterly” and of “Full Moon on 
K Street,” an anthology of con-
temporary poetry about D.C., said 
“Literary Capital” makes a “huge 
contribution to the literature of the 
city.”  
 D.C. has a large community of 
writers, Roberts said, but the city 
often perceives itself as a literary 
“underdog.” The new anthology is 
important, she said, because “the 
only way that we’re going to 
change that perception … is 
through books like this — books 
where we really claim our literary 
history.”
 Roberts, Miller and Sten all 
pointed to the Harlem Renaissance 
as a literary epoch that has been 
claimed by a New York neighbor-
hood even though many writers of 
the time period, including 
Langston Hughes and Jean 
Toomer, had strong D.C. roots. 
 “We see ourselves as being a 
political capital,” said Miller, “but 
we have to realize that we’re a 
cultural capital, too.”
 Choosing between a wealth of 
options was the biggest challenge 
in compiling the book, Sten said. 
“I would like at some point to do a 
volume treating contemporary 
[D.C.] writers, and you could easi-
ly do a volume on African-
American writers” in D.C., he 
said. “This is even a much bigger 
subject than it might seem from 
reading through this collection.” 
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Zoo campers release fish at the 
Tregaron estate.

Petsitting Services, Inc.
JULE’S

[202] 277-2566
PO Box 25058
Washington, DC 20027
jule@julespetsitting.com
www.julespetsitting.com

Setting the Standard for Excellence in Pet Sitting and Dog Walking Since 1991

• Mid Day Dog Walks
• Kitty Visits
• In-Home Overnight
Pet Sitting and other
Pet Care Services

• Insured and Bonded

THE CURRENT Classified Ads
Pets

Moving/Hauling

Need Assistance With Small Jobs? Call us...
Your Man with the Van

We move items from auctions, �ea markets,
yard sales, homes, apartments, o�ce or storage!

You Have it... We Will Move It!
Truck jobs available upon request.

Call us for a dependable, e�cient service!
202-

Painting

Personal Services

Around Tuit, LLC 
Professional Organizing 

Organizing your closets, 
basement, attic, garage, playroom, 
kitchen, home office, and more!

202-489-3660 
www.getaroundtuitnow.com

TUIT

Pets
“ADOPT” adorable polydactyl 
kittens/cats. Gr/Wh and all grey. 2 
males 2 females. Supper sweet and 
lots of fun. 202-244-0556.

Cat Care Services 
Providing loving, attentive care for 
your cat(s) while you are away by 
doing more than just cleaning the 
box & filling the bowl.
• Over 15 years experience.
• Am/pm & weekend visits
• Short term & long term. 
Will also take care of other small in-
door pets, water plants & bring in 
mail. References available upon re-
quest. Great rates! Located in The 
Palisades. 

catcaresvcs@yahoo.com
call 703-868-3038

Dog Boarding
Susan Mcconnell’s 
Loving Pet Care. 

• Mid-day Walks • Home visits 
• Personal Attention

202-966-3061

Dogsitter/ Dog Daycare 
Personalized daycare and overnight 
petsitting in my home. Lots of care, 

walks and park time. 
Good references. 
202-328-8244

TWO FEMALE pit bulls (Red Nose), 
both spayed, house broken, sisters, 3 
years old, love people and other dogs.  
Need a good home. Contact Mariko 
202.352.1043.  

Pets

Pressure Washing

Powerwashing  
• Neighborhood college student 
• Decks and Patios  
• References
• Free Estimates

Call 202-329-6006 

Professional Services

General office/clerical assistance 
After hours (5:30-8:30). Ideally 
suited for the busy executive work-
ing from home. Able to assist with 
filing, organizing documents, Ac-
counts Payable, organization. etc.
Reasonable Rates • Palisades Area
Please call Ann at 202.352.1235.  

Personal Assistant available 
for FT/PT work 

• Administrative work
• Event planning
• Personal shopping
• Organization • Errands

Elizabeth (202)903-5656

Senior Care
NURSING ASSISTANT, 15 yrs experi-
ence. Full or PT. Any shift. Drives. Lo-
cal refs. Call Amy 240-395-3176

Upholstery

Vacations
BETHANY WEST beach hse, sleeps 
11, pool/tennis courts, available Aug 
12-Labor Day; $850/wk; call 
202.345.7365

Windows

Ace Window Cleaning 
Window Cleaning, Lic., Bonded, Ins. 
25 years exp., working owners assure 
quality. many local references. 

301-300-0196

Yard/Moving/Bazaar
MOVING SALE - 5106 52nd Street 
NW. Wash. DC 20016. Furniture, great 
stuff. Everything must go. 9am to 3pm.
Saturday, July 30 and Sunday July31

Advertising in

THE
CURRENT
gets results!

Call now to get your 
business promoted:

202-244-7223

THE CURRENT
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