
When I am among the trees,
especially the willows and the honey locust,
equally the beech, the oaks and the pines,

they give off such hints of gladness.
I would almost say they save me, and daily.

Dear Friends,

As the months of the pandemic tick by, Tregaron’s woodlands, trails, streams, hillsides and Lily Pond continue to be places 
of respite for so many of us. In addition to our regular walkers, we’ve seen small weekend groups on the meadows, photo 
shoots for engagements and weddings, friends chatting on the benches, and the solitary reader tucked up against the Twin 
Oak stump. Some of our visitors are nearby neighbors; others have just discovered Tregaron through The Washington Post 
and other media. All are welcome. A growing community is as important to us as the landscape we steward. We are so 
grateful that most of our visitors come masked and observe social-distancing to keep the Conservancy a safe place for us all.

Along with that precious tranquility, there’s a lot going on at Tregaron. You may have seen the new garden beds near the 
Lily Pond. They honor the wild gardens originally created by Ellen Biddle Shipman, Tregaron’s pioneering landscape 
designer, but are adapted to today’s climate challenges and help control soil erosion. The Lily Pond’s bullfrogs and goldfi sh 
are perennial draws. Have you found the brochure in the stand near the pond, written (mostly) by a rising 9th-grader to teach 
children about the pond’s ecosystem and how they can help take care of it?  

Our volunteer landscapers and professional crew are ever-vigilant against encroaching 
invasives. Thanks to herculean pruning efforts, our venerable rhododendrons have 
emerged from years of brambles and are fl ourishing. You may notice ongoing trail 
improvements over the next several months; they are part of a multi-year project to 
mitigate stormwater run-off. If you’re curious about our plantings, please visit the 
“What’s in Bloom” section of our website; you might even pick up a few ideas 
about what could work in your own shade garden. And we are beginning to plan 
for our 15th anniversary next year—so stay tuned.

Another Mary Oliver poem, “The Pond,” closes: “Soon now, I’ll turn and start for 
home.  And who knows, maybe I’ll be singing.”  We hope that Tregaron will always 
be a haven that refreshes your spirits and calls you back again.

Warm regards,

Susan Lynner                                      Lynn Parseghian
Board Chair                                        Executive Director                                   The Conservancy has entrances at 3100 Macomb St. 

NW and 3031 Klingle Rd. NW, and two entrances from 
the Klingle Valley Trail.

Join Us and Discover Tregaron’s Magic Yourself!

P.O. Box 11351 
Washington, D.C. 20008

In this season of 

gratitude, please 

remember Tregaron

in your year-end 

giving!
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“Tregaron’s presence has been key to our survival 
during COVID. We have long enjoyed it, and now 
come here daily to seek calm. Thanks for all your 
work.”

“Tregaron is a place of rejuvination and refl ection.  
As a family with two young children, we celebrate 
nature’s beauty, breathe the nourishing air, and 
feel grateful.”          

From “When I Am Among the Trees,”  by Mary Oliver

Open daily from 
dawn until dusk, 

free of charge

“My dog Herbie and I experience our daily zen 
in Tregaron.”             

HOURS

   - G. Wurzburg & G. Watts

   - Melissa V. 

   - Pamela S. 



2020:  Looking Back with Gratitude

With support from YOU and our other generous supporters, dedicated board of directors, volunteer 
corps, and partners, we will be able to meet the needs and challenges of our property which, to no 
one’s surprise, needs constant protection and nurturing. 

From the impact of a changing climate — hotter summers, heavier rains, damaging winds — and the 
wear and tear on our trails, our Conservancy’s needs continue to grow in urgency, scope, and cost.

In addition to our annual expenses, e.g. weekly maintenance, tree care and removal, equipment, 
insurance and staffi ng, the following projects are high on our 2021 priority list:

        Repairing trail sections damaged by storm-water runoff            $5,000

       Implementing solutions to address increasing storm-water       $6,000
                 drainage issues                

                 Replacing outdated signage at our three Klingle Valley entry    $12,000
            points and Macomb Street
                                                        
       Restoring footpaths and repairing crumbling stone features     $16,000                              

Please lend your support today by visiting www.Tregaron.org/donate to join a growing circle 
of contributors dedicated to the protection, stewardship and restoration of this precious urban treasure.

And to those who have included the Tregaron Conservancy in your estate plans — THANK YOU!

To our founders and 
friends who saved the 
land and launched the 
restoration work that 

continues today, 
Thank You! 

To our visitors, including 
four-footed friends

 (on leash) who made 
Tregaron such a joy in 
challenging times this 

year, Thank You!

2021:  Looking Ahead with Optimism

Renee Schilhab Bullock’s dedication to the 
Tregaron Conservancy has been celebrated 
by the addition of a striking teak bench on the 
north side of the Lily Pond. Its presence will 
always remind us of her commitment to 
restoring our urban oasis. We are honored that 
Renee’s family and friends chose to celebrate 
her life with this symbol of her love of Tregaron.

In Memoriam

To our talented volunteer 
designers and gardeners 

who help us recapture 
Shipman’s vision...

AND to our generous 
donors whose steadfast 

support is at the core of the 
Conservancy’s success in 

preserving, maintaining 
and restoring our historic 

landscape, Thank You!

To our tremendous 
community partners and 
sponsors, including WIS, 

Casey Trees, and so many 
others, Thank You!

...creating new gardens, 
planting trees, removing 

invasives, and giving 
our landscape TLC every 

week, Thank You!
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